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DUNHAM, JASON L.   MEDAL OF HONOR RECEIPTIENT 
 
 14 April 2004. 
 
 Corporal, United States Marine Corps 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as Rifle Squad Leader, 4th Platoon, Company K, Third Battalion, Seventh Marines (Reinforced), 
Corporal Dunham's squad was conducting a reconnaissance mission in the town of Karabilah, Iraq, when 
they heard rocket-propelled grenade and small arms fire erupt approximately two kilometers to the west. 
Corporal Dunham led his Combined Anti-Armor Team towards the engagement to provide fire support to 
their Battalion Commander's convoy, which had been ambushed as it was traveling to Camp Husaybah. As 
Corporal Dunham and his Marines advanced, they quickly began to receive enemy fire. Corporal Dunham 
ordered his squad to dismount their vehicles and led one of his fire teams on foot several blocks south of 
the ambushed convoy. Discovering seven Iraqi vehicles in a column attempting to depart, Corporal 
Dunham and his team stopped the vehicles to search them for weapons. As they approached the vehicles, 
an insurgent leaped out and attacked Corporal Dunham. Corporal Dunham wrestled the insurgent to the 
ground and in the ensuing struggle saw the insurgent release a grenade. Corporal Dunham immediately 
alerted his fellow Marines to the threat. Aware of the imminent danger and without hesitation, Corporal 
Dunham covered the grenade with his helmet and body, bearing the brunt of the explosion and shielding 
his Marines from the blast. In an ultimate and selfless act of bravery in which he was mortally wounded, 
he saved the lives of at least two fellow Marines. By his undaunted courage, intrepid fighting spirit, and 
unwavering devotion to duty, Corporal Dunham gallantly gave his life for his country, thereby reflecting 

great credit upon himself and upholding the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States 
Naval Service.  

 
Spiritual Sacrifices 

 

I Peter 2:5 

 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 

(The apostle is comparing the church to a beautiful temple-such as the temple in 

Jerusalem) 

 

Sacrifice:  the act of offering, that which is offered. 

 

 We have the spiritual obligation\privilege to present offerings, sacrifices to 

God and to be accepted. 

 

 These Living Stones being laid, and cemented together, in a Gospel 

church state, become the house of God in a spiritual sense, in 

distinction from the material house of the tabernacle 

 

 Spiritual House (temple) not made of perishable materials, but made 

up of redeemed souls - a temple more appropriate to be the residence 

of one who is a pure spirit.  

 

 The Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us and not in a material building. 

 

 An holy priesthood; allusion to the priests under the law, who were set 

apart, and sanctified for that office; but now, under the Gospel, all the 

saints are priests unto God, and are all appointed and directed to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices; their whole selves, souls, and bodies, as a holy, 



living, and acceptable sacrifice; their prayers and praises, and all good 

works done in faith, and from love, and to the glory of God. 

 

  

 Spiritual Sacrifices,  Not bloody offerings, not of the blood of lambs 

and bullocks, but those which are the offerings of the heart - the 

sacrifices of prayer and praise. Since there is a priest, there is also 

involved the notion of a sacrifice; but that which is offered is such as 

all Christians offer to God, proceeding from the heart, and breathed 

forth from the lips, and in a holy life.  

 

 

Spiritual Sacrifice Of Our Bodies (Living Stones) 

 

Romans 6:12-14 

 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 

thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 

yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members 

as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 

grace. 

 

Romans 12:1 

 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 

Spiritual Sacrifice of Faith 

 

Philippians 2:17 

 

17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and 

rejoice with you all. 

 

Philippians 1:29-30 

 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but 

also to suffer for his sake; 

30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 

 

Must Be Acceptable: 

 

James 2:14,24,26 

 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 

works? can faith save him? 

 

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only 

 

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also 

 



Spiritual Sacrifice In Assistance To Others 

 

Hebrews 13:16 

 

16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is 

well pleased 

 

communicate = fellowship 

 

I John 3: 16,17 

 

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 

up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

 

Spiritual Sacrifice Of Praise 

 

Hebrews 13:15 

 

15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the 

fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

 

Conclusion 

 

For the Christian, every act of faith, every word of praise, every pure thought, every 

service rendered, every obedient act, is a spiritual sacrifice unto God 

 

Romans 12:1-2 

 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God. 

 

I Corinthians 3:16,17 

 

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 

you? 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God 

is holy, which temple ye are. 

 


